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than is necessary for smaller churns. It was also uneconomical when
transport was considered and allowed the rim over which the milk
was poured to be contaminated by dust and also by the hands of those
who handled it, which in many cases were none too clean. A further dis-
advantage was that a churn of this type weighed 2j cwt. when full and
was difficult to lift to lorry height from ground level.

The ideal churn is one with a capacity of 10 or 12 gallons. Such a container
is easy to clean and to carry, and can be quickly washed and sterilised in an
efficient manner. Probably its highest recommendation from the standpoint
of transport is that, with this type of churn, more milk can be carried in the
same space as would be required for 17-gallon churns. Thus, 90 gallons of
milk in lo-gallon churns can be conveyed in the same floor space as 68
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gallons in 17-gallon churns. Many producers believe that churns should be
ventilated as a means of preserving the milk. It has been proved by
experiment that this is not the case. The idea probably arose through the
fact that, when milk sours in a closed churn, the odour is more intense than
when the churn is ventilated, owing no doubt to the concentration of gases
emitted in souring. Ventilation apertures in the lid allow rainwater to enter,
while dust is drawn into the churn by the movement of the milk. A lid
which prevents milk splashing and is designed to throw off rain-water must
therefore be selected. The choice of a suitable lid is definitely important.
Suitable types of churn are illustrated in Figs. 123 and 124, these
being splash-proof, dust-proof, and rain-proof. They are constructed in
various sizes, and have no soldered joints or crevices.
Insulated churns have been introduced, and are useful to those who send
their milk long distances during warm, weather. This type of churn is made of
steel and is seamless. It is also provided with an air-tight, spill-proof, and
dust- and water-proof lid, being constructed on the principle of a thermos